
	  
 
 
 
Scott C. Smith, CEO and owner of Opflex Solutions LLC, is a Harvard Business School graduate living on Cape Cod, MA. 
His creative and environmentally responsible vision for his company is setting new standards for low-carbon impact 
(LCI®) solutions to clean oil and other related contamination from the worlds’ waterways.  LCI® is defined as consuming 
less carbon in manufacturing than conventional materials and enhanced biodegradability.   
 
One of the most significant developments since the deployment of OPFLEX® Technology in the BP Gulf Oil Disaster in 
2012 is that OPFLEX® Technology can now be part of a simple and cost effective solution for the unsolved waste water 
problems in places like Cape Cod.  Recently, OPFLEX® Technology has been proven effective with actual testing of water 
before and after OPFLEX filtering in accordance with EPA testing protocols. The OPFLEX® material significantly reduces 
Biological Oxygen Demanders and Chemical Oxygen Demanders along with Oil and Grease in storm and wastewater 
applications.  
 
Mr. Smith has been involved in over 20 patents related to specialized cross-linked foams.  Prior to 2001, Mr. Smith was 
the President of Cellect LLC, a Pactiv – Tenneco based company. In February of 2001, Mr. Smith purchased the company 
from Pactiv and, separately, founded CELLECT TECHNOLOGIES LLC to create LCI® foams.  In August of 2011, Opflex 
Solutions was spun out of CELLECT TECHNOLOGIES so Mr. Smith could focus all of his efforts on LCI® products.  
OPFLEX® foams are used for a variety of products in a wide variety of markets, which includes yoga mats, automotive, 
flooring, adhesive tapes, gaskets and seals, water contamination clean up, football helmets, flotation, specialty packaging, 
medical foams, and more.  
 
Opflex Solutions is the only American-owned company that manufactures, markets, and sells Open-Celled and closed-
celled engineered foams made with LCI® technology as developed by Mr.Smith and his team of engineers.  Opflex 
Solutions sells the LCI® foams throughout the USA and exports to Asia, Canada, and Mexico among others.  
 
Following a flood in his company’s St. Johnsville, NY factory in 2006, the idea for OPFLEX® Open-Celled Sorbents was 
born.  Filled with oil-contaminated water from the flood and the town’s backed up sewer system, the factory suffered 
significant damage.  The absorbent foam developed for that cleanup was the precursor to OPFLEX® Sorbents. Subsequent 
to the flood of 2006, Smith liquidated his entire life savings and borrowed against his home to save his company and the 
jobs he created in the region.  For his efforts, Mr. Smith was the recipient of the 2008 Small Business Association’s 
Phoenix Award. Nominated by Senator Charles Schumer (NY-D), Mr. Smith received the Award in a Washington D.C. 
ceremony held at the President George W. Bush White House.   
 
Subsequent to the flood of 2006 and continuing thru 2010, Mr. Smith invested over $5 million in the development of 
OPFLEX® Open-Celled Elastomeric products.  OPFLEX® Open-Celled elastomers are currently being used in the water 
filtration markets, storm water runoff applications, wastewater effluent filtering applications, pollution detection markets, 
and oil spill containment / oil spill absorption markets. 
 
When Mr. Smith heard about the Deepwater Horizon Gulf Oil Disaster, he immediately traveled to Venice, Louisiana to 
work side by side with the fisherman to conduct tests of OPFLEX® material in real world conditions of the affected areas. 
Testing his OPFLEX® BOOMS, MOPS, SWEEPS, PADS, and MITTS on the oil sheen, subsurface plumes and affected 
wildlife proved that OPFLEX® was unprecedented in its ability to rapidly remove oil while repelling water.  The tests also 
highlighted that OPFLEX® technology set new standards for recycling (minimizing needless filling of landfills). OPFLEX® 
Open-Celled Sorbents are re-useable and have an additive that accelerates biodegradation, making it among the ‘greenest’ 
options available. 
 
As a result of Mr. Smith’s work directly in the Gulf of Mexico, and his interactions with the people on the ground actually 
doing the work in the affected communities throughout the Gulf region, BP America reviewed his video footage and 
pictures of OPFLEX® products absorbing dispersed oil and oil sheen, and immediately ordered, deployed, and reordered 
significant volumes of OPFLEX®. 
 
Starting out at 1.5 pounds per cubic foot, OPFLEX® Sorbents are able to absorb up to 32 times their weight in oil.  They 
weigh 80% less than conventional white sorbent booms that do not work as effectively have a tendency to become 
waterlogged.  Mr. Smith secured from BP orders for 2 million square feet of OPFLEX® Open-Celled Elastomers for the Gulf 
area.  Additionally, Mr. Smith received a glowing commendation from David Kinnaird, BP Site Leader in Lake Charles, LA 
as to the product’s effectiveness in a press release by BP and in a November 2010 business section cover story in the USA 
Today.  
 
In August of 2010, Mr. Smith conducted similar tests with OPFLEX® in Dalian, China where the country’s worst oil spill 
(greater than the Exxon Valdez accident) threatened the wildlife and the local ecosystem.  The Chinese government’s  



	  
 
 
representatives were so impressed with  the efficacy  of OPFLEX®  they invited  Mr. Smith to give the keynote speech at a 
national Carbon Capture and Sequestration conference held in Beijing in January of 2011. 
 
OPFLEX® Sorbents’ oleophilic and hydrophobic qualities have gained support from politicians, celebrities, and youth 
organizations as well as FOX News, USA Today and Cape Cod Times, among others. According to the US Environmental 
Protection Agency, over 180 million gallons of oil contaminate our waterways every year in the United States just from 
storm-water runoff and everyday use of oil in our society.  Mr. Smith and Opflex Solutions are committed to removing oil 
and other carbon contaminants from water and being part of a solution to preserve and sustain the world’s waterways, 
creating Green Jobs for Americans.   
 
Opflex Solutions has a clear mission to utilize its technology to help detect oil contamination in water and help protect the 
environment from spills like the BP Gulf of Mexico disaster.  Industrial wastewater, storm-water runoff, water reclamation, 
erosion control, filtration, pollution detection and many other exciting potential uses are currently being evaluated for 
OPFLEX® applications. 
 
Early in 2012, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute (“WHOI”) scientists, Gray Curtis and Sandy Williams co-authored two 
white papers that detailed the background and science underpinning the OPFLEX Technology.  These papers are 
downloadable on the Opflex Solutions website at www.opflex.com.  Mr. Smith continues to collaborate with Mr. Curtis and 
Mr. Williams on a variety of research projects. 
 
In January of 2012, Mr. Smith was involved with the Italian Coast Guard when the Costa Concordia sank in the waters off 
Giglio, Italy.  Recently, Mr. Smith also traveled to Bermuda upon invitation from a key environmental scientist to meet 
with the local government and power utility to review deployment of OPFLEX® products in sensitive environmental areas 
that have been contaminated in the country.    
 
Everywhere Mr. Smith travels (BP Spill in 2010, Dalian China Spill in 2010, New Bedford, MA Harbor Contamination in 
2011, Exxon Yellowstone Spill in 2011, Costa Concordia Disaster in 2012, Bermuda in 2012) people are amazed at the 
simplicity and efficacy of the OPFLEX® Technology. 
 


